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Information & Guidance Notes
2009/2010

This document relates to the Application Form for groups wishing to apply for 
U.Dance England 2010 (national dance performance event) 
and the Regional Dance Platforms 
that take place prior to U.Dance England 2010
Youth Dance England is working with its Regional Partner Organisations 

to create an exciting dance performance programme 

for young people aged 11 to 19 (and disabled young people up to the age of 24). 

Each Regional Partner Organisation will manage a Regional Dance Platform 

and groups will be selected from these events to perform at U.Dance England 2010
Youth Dance England’s Regional Partners Organisations are:

Dance City (North East Region)

Dance4 (East Midlands Region)

Dance South West (South West Region)

DanceXchange (West Midlands Region)

Hampshire Dance (South East Region)

Sadler’s Wells (London Region)

The Junction (East Region)

The Lowry (North West Region)

Yorkshire Dance (Yorkshire Region)
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Information & Guidance Notes
1. Introduction

2. Overview of the Regional and National Events’ Structure
3. Region Specific Information

4. Information about the National Event - U.Dance England 2010

5. Contact Information

6. Application Form

1. Introduction

Youth Dance England (YDE) is the national organisation that champions dance for all children and young people in England. Our three key aims are to:

· Increase access to dance for all children and young people

· Raise standards in dance practice and teaching, in and out-side of school

· Improve progression routes for children and young people who wish to pursue their interest and skills in dance further

Following four successful National Youth Dance Festivals which took place between 2005 and 2008, YDE has now developed an exciting national dance performance programme called U.Dance. As part of U.Dance, YDE is running a national dance performance event called U.Dance England 2010. This event will include a three night residential stay and a high profile, public dance performance bringing together outstanding dance pieces from across England.
As part of the selection process groups may be invited to perform at Regional Platforms in their own region. These events are being managed by YDE’s Regional Partner Organisations (listed on the front of these notes) and more information will be provided about them and their platforms in Section 3.
2. Overview of the Regional and National Events’ Structure
U.Dance is a national framework which helps improve and inspire dance performance opportunities for children and young people across England. It comprises four stages and these stages are outlined in the diagram below:
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All stages are for 5 to 19 year olds, unless otherwise stated.

U.Dance England 2010 will form the Stage 4 event and the regional platforms are shown as Stage 3 events. The arrow indicates that groups are selected from the Regional Platforms to perform at the national event.

Groups do not need to have taken part in a Stage 1 or 2 event for them to apply for a Stage 3 Regional Platform. However, groups must have taken part in a Stage 3 Regional Platform to be eligible for a place at U.Dance England 2010 (Stage 4).
Regional Platforms will take place between 2nd January and 31st March 2010. Information about these events is contained within Section 3 of these notes.
U.Dance England 2010 will take place in Birmingham from 1st to 4th July 2010. It will include a three night residential stay in student accommodation in Birmingham, a workshop/seminar programme and a high profile public dance performance on Sunday 4th July at the Birmingham Hippodrome. This event is supported by DanceXchange, which is based at the Birmingham Hippodrome and we will be using their studios for the majority of the classes and workshops.
3. Region Specific Information

Please refer to information about the region in which you are based. If you’re not sure which region you are in, please call YDE on 020 7940 9800.

East Region
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Event: Radiate (in association with U.Dance)
Date: Saturday 6th March 2010
Venue: The Junction, Clifton Way, Cambridge

Following Actuate in November 2009, this is the second regional platform to take place in the East Region this academic year. At this event one entry will be chosen to represent the East at U.Dance England 2010. Entries from all across the region will have the opportunity to perform and part take in the activities and workshops throughout the day. 

This event is only open to those who have applied to the national platform U.Dance England 2010.
Regional contact: Sophie Cryer

email: sophie@junction.co.uk
Telephone: 01223 578 000
Address: The Junction, Clifton Way, Cambridge, CB1 7GX


East Midlands
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Event: U.Dance East Midlands

Date: Sunday 14th March 
Venue: The Curve, Leicester
U.Dance East Midlands is a celebration of the exceptional talent of young choreographers and performers from across the region. Groups taking part in the regional heat can also be considered for selection in the national platform U. Dance England 2010. 

In an exciting addition to the usual remit for the regional platforms, U.Dance East Midlands will be also part of Celebrating Young People’s Dance, a regionally-based cultural programme of participatory dance and performance that supports the ‘Championing the East Midlands’ strategy for the 2012 Olympic Games and be part of Youth Dance England’s national and regional priorities. 

Application and Selection process for U.Dance England 2010 and U.Dance East Midlands:

a) Applying for U.Dance East Midlands and U.Dance England 2010
Groups will need to fill in all sections of the U.Dance regional and national application form to be part of the selection process for U.Dance England. Successful groups will be invited to perform at U.Dance East Midlands. One group will be chosen by the East Midlands Youth Dance panel to take part in U.Dance England 2010. 

b) Applying for U.Dance East Midlands only

If you are only applying for the U.Dance East Midlands, groups should fill in the application form however must state at the beginning of the form if the are solely applying for the regional platform. A number of groups will be selected by the East Midlands Youth Dance panel to perform at U.Dance East Midlands.

Criteria & Themes

All groups applying for the U.Dance England 2010 and U.Dance East Midlands will need to embrace the region’s core youth dance aims which are: 

· Young People as decision makers

· Young People developing their creativity

NB. U.Dance East Midlands will also be showcasing three other strands: dance and film, site-specific work and performance pieces created by young choreographers. For more information about these strands please contact Vanessa McGuire, Youth Dance Strategy Manager.
Regional contact: Vanessa McGuire
email: vanessa@dance4.co.uk
Telephone: 0115 9410773
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London Region
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Event: U.Dance London

Date: Saturday 16th & Sunday 17th January 2010
Venue: Peacock Theatre, London
Short-listing Event 
Southbank Centre, Saturday 19th December 10.30 - 18.00 
Groups interested in applying will be invited to perform at the Short listing Event on the 19th December at the Southbank Centres Clore Ballroom. Participants will also be invited to take part in a workshop with ZooNation and watch an excerpt of Into the Hoods.  Our aim is for all groups applying to be offered the opportunity to perform at the Clore Ballroom on the 19th December. We can accommodate a maximum of 30 groups. If numbers applying exceed this we will have to make some selections based on application forms. Sixteen groups will be shortlisted from this event and invited to go through to the next stage, U.Dance London. 

The Selection Process 
In order to enable the panel to assess whether groups are open to new choreographic approaches, London have decided to set a theme for youth dance groups wishing to apply. The theme, inspired by Sadler's Wells and Southbank Centres respective Christmas productions - (ZooNation's update of the Brothers Grimm fairytales in Into the Hoods, and Matthew Bourne’s twist on the classic Swan Lake), will challenge groups to 'Freshen Up a Fairytale.' The 16 selected groups will be invited to perform on either the 16th or 17th January 2010 at the Peacock Theatre. One lucky group from this event will be selected to represent London at the U.Dance England event in Birmingham in July.
The Panel 
It won’t be an easy job but someone will have to choose which groups to select to go through to both U.Dance London and the U.Dance England events. We will be asking a selection of young people (13 - 16 years) and vocational dance students accompanied by some of the professionals from our Aspire Dance Mentoring Scheme to make these tricky decisions.

Regional Contact: Sarah Baker
Sadler's Wells, Rosebery Avenue, London, EC1R 4TN 

email: Sarah.baker@sadlerswells.com 

Telephone: 0207 863 8093
North East Region
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Event: Northern Lights
Date: Saturday 27th February, 2010

Venue: Dance City, Temple Street, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE1 3BR

Timings: Technical rehearsals will run from 2.00pm – 6.00pm. The performance will start at 7.30pm and finish at approximately 9.00pm. 

Theme: Groups are asked to create work that has special international significance for them; a person, a place, a story or a situation. The theme asks young people to think about crossing borders or cultures… respect and tolerance of other cultures and the importance of looking outwards.

The regional platform is only for groups that wish to be considered for U.Dance England 2010.

Regional contact: Rebecca Hollingsworth 

Telephone: 0191 269 5583

Email: Rebecca.hollingsworth@dancecity.co.uk
North West Region
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Event: U.Dance NW Word in Motion
Dates: Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th March 2010
Venue: Quays Theatre, The Lowry, Pier 8, Salford Quays, M50 3AZ
 
“Dance is your pulse, your heartbeat, your breathing.  It’s the rhythm of your life.  It’s the expression in time and movement, in happiness, joy, sadness and envy” – Jacques d’Amboise
 
An exciting platform of new work inspired by this Jacques d’Amboise quote – past principal dancer and choreographer with New York City Ballet and now teacher with Broadway Dance Centre.   This platform offers an opportunity to showcase and celebrate the wealth of dance talent in the North West, and to share the excellent practice that takes place right across the region in a rich mix of dance styles.   This weekend is a chance for young people to take part in workshops, CPD and networking opportunities, informal sharings and technical rehearsals, as well as an opportunity to socialize with other young dancers from across the region!’
A panel of regional dance professionals and young people will assess all applications, selecting groups to perform on The Quays stage, and in the Studio Theatre.  The same panel will make the final selection of the lucky group who will represent the North West at U.Dance England 2010 in Birmingham in July.
Groups can apply to perform at U.Dance NW even if they do not want to be considered for a place at U.Dance England 2010. You will still need to complete the U.Dance Application Form which can be downloaded from www.u-dance.org 

Regional contact: Sally Powell at The Lowry
Telephone: 0161 876 2018
Email: northwestdance@thelowry.com
South East Region
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Event: U.Dance South East
Date: Sunday 21st February 2010

Venue: Brighton Dome Corn Exchange

U.Dance South East will showcase some of the very best youth dance work being created in the south east region and will include a range of exciting workshop opportunities for participants.

We will not be accepting groups to perform unless they are applying to U.Dance England 2010. 

Regional contact: Sophie Amstell at Hampshire Dance
Telephone: 023 8065 2712  

Email: info@hampshiredance.org.uk
South West Region
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Event: U.Dance South West 2010

Date:
Saturday, 13th March 2010

Venue: The City Academy, Bristol

Event Organisers: Dance South West in partnership with The City Academy, Bristol

U.Dance South West 2010 celebrates and showcases excellence in youth dance (in all forms and styles) from across the region. As well as a selection platform for U.Dance England 2010, U.Dance South West 2010 is an exciting opportunity for groups from across the region to come together to share their work and ideas, to meet other aspiring and professional dancers, to receive advice and guidance on developing their careers in dance and to be inspired! During the day there will be workshops, continued professional development (CPD) and networking opportunities, technical rehearsals, and plenty of time to socialise and enjoy mixing with young people and dance professionals from other counties. The evening showcase will be open to the public and widely publicised through our networks. The City Academy, Bristol is a fantastic venue; we look forward seeing you there.
The Panel 

A panel of independent dance professionals and young people will assess the applications and select a maximum of 12 groups to take part in U.Dance South West 2010, aiming for the broadest regional representation. The same panel will provide each group with feedback on their piece and make the final selection of the group to go up to U.Dance England 2010.
NB. Attendance at U.Dance South West 2010 is free. If you are selected to attend U.Dance England 2010, you will receive advice and support with fundraising however it is worth thinking now how you will fund this opportunity.

If you have any questions about the application process for U.Dance South West – please contact kate.barsby@dancesouthwest.org.uk 

Regional Contact: 

Kate Barsby; Youth Dance Strategy Manger, South West

Email: kate.barsby@dancesouthwest.org.uk
West Midlands
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Event: Raw Energy (in association with U.Dance)

Date: Saturday 16th January 2010
Venue: The Victoria Hall, Stoke on Trent

DanceXchange in Partnership with Stoke on Trent Theatres

Applications for Raw Energy are specifically for groups wanting to take part in U.Dance England 2010 and dance pieces submitted from the West Midlands should be no longer than 6 minutes in length.
Regional Contacts: 

Stoke on Trent Theatres - Hannah White, Youth Dance Contact hannahwhite@theambassadors.com
DanceXchange - Preya Chauhan, Youth Dance Officer preya.chauhan@dancexchange.org.uk
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Yorkshire Region
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Event: Fresh
Date: Wednesday 10th March 2010
Venue: The Quarry Theatre, West Yorkshire Playhouse

Regional contact: Bill Vince

Email: billvince@yorkshiredance.com 
4. Information about the national event - U.Dance England 2010
a) Roles & Responsibilities

To ensure U.Dance England 2010 is an enjoyable event that meets high artistic, health and safety and pastoral requirements there are certain considerations that Group Leaders need to take into account when applying:
· All groups, will need to provide two (or three if there are 16 or more dancers) suitable leaders (i.e. over 21yrs, experienced in leading, teaching, supervising the group, Criminal Records Bureau checked and not involved in the performance of the group’s piece) 

· If the group is of mixed gender, there needs to be one male and one female leader accompanying them

· If the group is of single gender one of the leaders needs to be of the same gender as the group

An agreement will be made with each of the Group Leaders about the roles and responsibilities required of them during U.Dance England 2010 and they will be expected to take part in preparation work involving responding to email/postal and telephone requests for information on group’s medical/health/dietary conditions as well as providing information for Press/PR and event programmes.  Group Leaders may be asked to provide certain aspects of this information for the Regional Events.

In order to help Group Leaders to plan for U.Dance England 2010 YDE will be offering the following support: 

· An opportunity to discuss the event and residential with a member of YDE staff, at the regional platform 

· Fundraising suggestions via the resources section on www.yde.org.uk 
· A compulsory Introductory Day, for the leaders of selected groups, held in Birmingham in April 2010 to discuss details of the event and view the location
b) Group Requirements

The following information relates specifically to groups wishing to apply for U.Dance England 2010. The East Midlands and the North West regions are allowing other groups to perform at their event, even if they do not wish to be considered for a place at U.Dance England 2010. Therefore, if you are only applying to perform at U.Dance East Midlands and U.Dance NW – Word in Motion, you should skip to part c – Selection Process & Criteria.
In order for a group to be eligible for a place at U.Dance England 2010 they need to:

· Submit a dance piece with no more than 20 dancers performing in it

· Only include dancers aged 11 to 19 years (disabled dancers aged up to 24yrs can apply)
· Submit a dance piece which is no longer than 7 minutes in duration (some of the best pieces are often much shorter than 7 minutes)

· Be based in England and involve dancers who live in England

· Be available from 1st to 4th July 2010 and on the dates of the Regional Platform (see Section 3)

· Submit footage of their dance piece on DVD (2 copies required) OR via a link to a film content website like YouTube or Facebook. If providing a link to a website the footage needs to be available to view from 1st December 2009 to 4th July 2010. The Group Leader will also need to consider the child protection implications of posting film content online, as it is their responsibility to ensure the welfare of their group in this instance.

· All dancers must complete a Media Consent Form prior to the Regional Platform.

c) Selection Process & Criteria

The selection process will take place in several stages, as outlined here:

1. Application form and footage of the dance piece, submitted to YDE by 30th November 2009. 

2. Application forms are then sent to the appropriate Regional Partner Organisation and they shortlist which groups will perform at their Regional Platform

3. Regional Platforms take place between 2nd January and 31st March (see your regional platform date in Section 3). A regional selection panel will watch the performance and select which group or groups will get a place at U.Dance England 2010

4. Each group will be informed as to whether they have been selected or not within two weeks of their Regional Platform

5. Youth Dance England will be informed by mid-April which groups have been selected by each region and may select up to two further groups from those that have applied to attend U.Dance England 2010
All the regional selection panels will use the same criteria to select which group or groups will take part in U.Dance England 2010. Those criteria are:

· Excellence in both choreographic and performance standards

· Ability and openness to practice new dance techniques and choreographic approaches

· Reflect the diversity of the sector

They may also take into consideration other criteria specific to their region. If this is the case it will be outlined in Section 3 of these Guidance Notes.

d) Costs
There is no fee to apply for a place at U.Dance England 2010 or the Regional Platforms. However groups will need to cover the cost of their transport to and from Regional Platform venues and to Birmingham (if applicable) and if they are selected they will be required to pay a contribution towards their food and accommodation whilst staying in Birmingham. Catering and accommodation is arranged by YDE to be as cost effective as possible.
This contribution is £130 per person (including Group Leaders).

Groups are strongly advised to consider how they will pay this contribution when they apply and to begin fundraising as soon as they know they have a place at their Regional Platform. If they are not selected then any money already raised could be used to help develop the group’s dance experience in other ways, e.g. going to see some professional dance work in their area or attending a summer dance project. As mentioned above, fundraising ideas are available from the resources section of the YDE website: www.yde.org.uk 

The deadline for payment is Friday 18th June 2010. If YDE has not received full payment by this date then the group will not be able to take part.
5. Contact Details
If you have any questions please contact Youth Dance England via the following methods:

Telephone: 020 7940 9800 or 020 7940 9807

Email: u.dance@yde.org.uk
Address: Youth Dance England, Unit 7G2 The Leathermarket, Weston Street, London, SE1 3ER

6. Application Form

The Application form can be found on www.yde.org.uk or by contacting your Youth Dance Strategy Manager or Youth Dance England.
Please complete in black ink or black type using BLOCK CAPITALS and remember to include two DVD copies of your film footage or a link to your dance piece online. The deadline for applications is 5pm on Monday 30th November 2009. Completed forms should be sent to Youth Dance England at the address above.

Thank you – Good luck with your application!
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